NATIONAL  TERRITORY
Ferdinand.1 Charles called himself king of twenty-five realms,
and the ruler of the East and West Indies and all isles and con-
tinents in the Ocean. Dante's longing for an emperor as guar-
dian of peace and justice in the world no longer appeared an
unpractical dream. Charles V, the admirer of Erasmus, though
proud and ambitious, did not strive for the bloody laurels of
a Caesar. He laughed at the idea of a universal empire, attri-
buted to him by his enemies, and asserted that it had never
entered his conception however possible it might have been.
Though his reign was full of wars, this was not mainly his fault. *
The Emperor owed his Empire chiefly to the Habsburg policy
of concluding dynastic marriages and family compacts which has
provoked the verse : " Bela gerant alii, Tu felix Austria nube !
Nam quae Mars aliis, dat tibi regna Venus." 3 Charles con-
tinued this policy, which formed an important feature of his
system. Almost all kings and many other important rulers were
closely related to him by family ties.4 This often helped to settle
conflicts, especially by uniting two rival dynasties through a mar-
riage and giving the disputed territory to the offspring. It also
prepared for future acquisitions of lands by heritage, and, on
the other hand, facilitated the cession of territories, as they re-
mained in the wider family and did not pass into the hands of
an implacable enemy.5 This system, in principle, implied more
possibilities of a peaceful settlement of territorial conflicts than
one centred on the absolute integrity of a certain territory. In
1 Cf, Edward Armstrong, The Emperor Charles V, 2 vols., 1902. Karl Brandi,
Kaiser Karl V, 1937 ; Martin Hume, Spain, Its Greatness and-Decay, 1925 ; R. Trevor
Da vies, The Golden Century of Spain, 1937 ; Leopold von Ranke, Deutsche Geschichte im
Zeitalter der Reformation) 6 vols., 1925 ; H. Pirenne, Hisfoire de Belgique, vol. Hi, 1912.
8 The judgement of one of the most competent historians is : " The wars of
Charles were, in fact, all defensive" (Armstrong, vol. ii> p. 370).
3 " May others make war, you, fortunate Austria, marry !   For the kingdoms
others owe to Mars, you get from Venus."   The verse has been attributed to Mathias
Gorvinus, King of Hungary (fifteenth century).
4 As regards England, for example, Queen Catherine was the Emperor's aunt.   He
himself was promised the hand of his niece Mary, the daughter of Henry VIII, and
when this failed, Mary was married to his son Philip, who, until her death, was
King of Spain, King of England and ruler of the Netherlands.    The personal union of
England and Spain, however, was not intended to be permanent.    It was agreed that
the eldest son of Philip and Mary should have England, the Netherlands and the Free
County of Burgundy.    If Mary had had a son, a third Habsburg dynasty would have
been established in England, besides the two other ones in Spain and Austria.   Cf.
Ranke, vol. v, p. 313.
5 In the beginning of his reign Charles, reared in Burgundian traditions, attached
the greatest importance to the recovery of all Burgundian lands, which was quite
unacceptable to Trance, though she was to receive Milan for Burgundy.   Soon,
however, Charles was ready to waive this claim, and to settle the conflict between the
two dynasties by a marriage of one of his female relatives with a French prince.   This
new dynasty should either get the Netherlands and the Free County of Burgundy, or
the Duchy of Milan.   Had one of these plans been realized, Spain, France and
Europe might have been saved immeasurable calamities.   Cf. Hume, pp. 72, 75.